Mishna Curriculum for Grade 10 Talmud

Moshe J. Yeres

The Rationale

We can create a positive addition to the Talmud curriculum by developing for
Talmud courses, a concurrent seder halimud of Mishnayot. This would be material
that students could learn and prepare on their own together, with exercises and
worksheets. The Mishnayot would be chosen specifically because they relate very
directly to the Talmud material taught in class, and in fact would serve as a
preparation for sugyah study. In short, this would be material that students would
study on their own, with a Kehati Mishnah text, but the knowledge would be
integrated shortly thereafter into the regukar Talmud course of study.

The advantages of such a program would be: in allowing the teacher to focus on
skill building and intellectual development in the study of the Talmudic sugyah,
while the basic building blocks of premises — found in select mishnayot — could in
some measure be learned before the shiur. Great care would need to go into
crafting which mishnayot would be studied and in which part of the year, as the
success of this rests in the ability of the students to master the material with only
minimal intervention by the teacher and the careful timing of the material’s
introduction. This “curriculum” would be arranged to follow (or precede)
particular Talmudic sugyot, rather than set times of the school year.

The rationale for this idea is clear. All too often, Talmud teachers find themselves
unable to accomplish more sugyah material because we need to first introduce new
concepts to students. While not replacing the teacher, the above process could
streamline the presenting of that material to students. Teachers would be able to
accomplish more; students would be able to develop greater thinking and probing
skills, more Talmudic material would be covered in better understanding, and we
would have a built in homework cycle for students in the Talmud track. It would
also parallel the introduction in Rabbinics of the Musagim, in which students in
Rabbinics are required to gain mastery over basic terms and ideas in Rabbinic
Judaism; this would require students in Talmud to gain mastery over certain
mishnayot basic to the material covered in class.

In point of fact, a number of high schools which do teach Talmud also have a
component in their curriculum for the teaching of Mishnayot.

The piece below was developed for Grade 10 Masechet Makkot.
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